
COTs
assess and

report

Som
eone thinks help is needed

Law 
Enforcement 

Officers

Director of 
Community 

Services

DCS or designee
( NY MHL § 9.45 )

Crisis 
Outreach 

Team

( NY MHL § 9.41 )

Transport

Person is taken 
into custody by 
law enforcement 
and transported to 
hospital (§9.39)

Evaluation

Admitted
To 

Hospital

Released 
From 

Hospital

Referral For  
Appropriate 
Assistance

( NY MHL §9.39 )

Evaluation at 
Claxton by staff 
physician (§9.39 )

Verifies danger
using criteria
listed in §9.39

No danger
using criteria
listed in §9.39

COTs
provide

assessment

Involuntary Hospitalization of the Mentally Ill:
How It Works In St. Lawrence County

Prepared by Reachout of SLC, Inc.
March 2010

Based on NY Mental Hygiene Law, Article 9, as printed by
WestLaw and LexisNexis, 12 March 2010. 

This presentation is copyright 2010 
by Reachout of St. Lawrence County, Inc.

(315) 265-2422 or reachout@reachouthotline.org

Doesn’t meet danger criteria as listed in §9.39

Doesn’t 
meet criteria


